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Best Practice 2 

Title: Research Based Pedagogy: Visualizing systems to guided discovery 

Objectives: 

Strengthening Research pedagogy in students and faculty to build scientific attitude and temperament 

Planning research based activities for the different courses offered in the program 

Mentoring staff and students to enhance their research skills 

Encouraging the learning environment to promote enquiry based learning 

The Context: 

The role of teacher has moved from imparting knowledge to facilitating learning. The curriculum 

offered to students has a scope of carrying out research by students and staff to make learning more 

meaningful. This has enabled the students to play a lead role in planning, organizing and participating 

in research based activities with the teachers being facilitator and mentors. This pedagogy being more 

learner centric helps students to develop scientific attitude and temperament rather than listening to 

lectures in the classroom as in traditional methods of learning. Research based learning has enhanced 

the students participation, increased student retention and motivation to acquire knowledge and skills 

beyond the classroom. The process of teaching through research motivates the student to develop an 

investigative attitude and can create opportunities for acquisition of knowledge in a conceptually 

consistent way, in addition to the development of important skills. 

The Practice: 

Being an autonomous institution, the College has a free hand to design the curriculum keeping in mind 

the expectations of the stakeholders. Research based education approach is also associated with the 

development of critical and pedagogical thinking in encouraging students to develop independent study 

and collate the findings on their chosen topics of current and recent trends. In addition, curriculum in 

the various courses like Research and Trends, Research Methodology have been designed to include 

more research based assignments and projects which emphasize the collection of primary and 

secondary data. Students use exploratory, descriptive, experimental and qualitative research design for 

the topics and use various tools to carry out the research. During the entire course, assignments are 

given on the various aspects of their research where they share their knowledge in the class which leads 

to healthy interaction and feedback from their peers and facilitators. This helps to widen their 

perspective and results in a more meaningful approach towards their objective of research. The teachers 

act as mentors and guide the students to present the topic which includes articles from the journals, 

collecting primary data and presenting the collated data. There has been active participation by students 

and faculty in various research based competitive forums from the various specializations to present 

their findings on varied topics addressing current concerns at University, state and national platforms 
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like AVISHKAR, URJITA. In addition, there has been active participation of students and faculty in 

various national and international conferences, seminars and workshops. 

In the course - Food Production, the students are expected to review the different types of cuisines, 

traditional recipes, standardise various recipes in the lab setup. Interior Design and Resource 

Management students review the different styles of designing, newer trends of sustainable materials and 

design and present contemporary designs showcased at various platforms. Textiles and Apparel 

Designing students review fashion trends for inspiration and theme, develop fashion designs which are 

showcased by a student led fashion display annually. The products, designs and resource materials 

developed by students are research based and bring forth the creativity of students which are exhibited 

by the departments during their annual exhibitions. 

Outcome: 

Students are more involved in the research based teaching learning process. This approach results 

in promotion of healthy academic interaction among students and the educators. This practice has 

enhanced the confidence of students to  develop scientific attitude and temperament at graduation and 

post graduation level, help in identifying problem solving strategies, present their research based 

findings and gain knowledge by participating in various research based forums. Accolades have been 

won by staff and students for their research at AVISHKAR (Inter - University Research Competition) 

and URJITA (Inter - Collegiate Research Competition). Active participation and in depth involvement 

enhances the knowledge of various topics. Students have developed the required skills and knowledge 

through research based learning.                                       

                         


